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Sharp-eyed collectors of Charles Barber's Liberty Head silver coins (1892-1916) 
are aware that circulated pieces dated 1901 and later must be graded a bit 
differently from earlier issues. 

Hub Changes in the Barber Silver Coins 

Sharp-eyed collectors of Charles Barber's Liberty Head silver 
coins (1892-1916) are aware that circulated pieces dated 1901 
and later must be graded a bit differently from earlier issues. This 
is especially true of the quarters and halves. Using the published 
standards in grading books, it seems that most examples dated 
1892-1900 are a half grade to a full grade lower on the reverse 
than the obverse. Conversely, coins dated 1901-16 usually will 
have fewer letters of LIBERTY visible than the overall condition would suggest. 

The exact reason for this is little understood by most collectors, though a bit of 
reading reveals some clues. The three books on Barber coinage by the late David 
Lawrence Feigenbaum describe this phenomenon and mention differences in the 
dies before and after 1901. In his grand encyclopedia of United States coinage, 
the late Walter Breen likewise acknowledged that changes were made to the 
obverse and reverse hubs circa 1900-01. He obtained this information from 
articles published in Coin World in 1980 and written by John McCloskey (dime 
study) and by me (quarters and halves). 

These were not the only hub changes in the Barber series. Slightly better known 
is that implemented for the Barber quarter during 1892, the first year of coinage. 
The earliest reverse dies have the eagle placed in such a way that less than half 
of the letter E in UNITED is covered by its wingtip. Shortly after coinage began, a 
new reverse hub was introduced on which the eagle has been moved upward 
ever so slightly, and its wingtip now covers most of the letter E. Dies from both 
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hubs were used at the Philadelphia, New Orleans and San Francisco Mints, and 
coins having the first reverse are noticeably scarcer in each instance. 

No changes were made to the dime or half dollar at that time, because it was the 
quarter dollar alone that presented a unique problem—it didn't have enough 
space below the eagle's tail for a mintmark! As noted in last month's column, this 
situation was ultimately solved by moving the mintmark to the right, where it 
remained off-centered through the end of the series. The Mint's first attempt to 
address this problem, however, involved moving the eagle upward to gain just a 
tiny extra bit of space, and thus was born two distinctive reverses for 1892. 

The silver coinage introduced in 1892 otherwise proved quite satisfactory, and no 
further changes occurred until 1900. During that year, the Mint's Engraving 
Department prepared new hubs for several denominations. Affected were the 
reverses of the nickel and silver dollar, as well as both sides of the fractional silver 
coins. As with the hub change of 1892, no records survive to document why these 
alterations were made, so we have only the coins themselves to study. While 
some features of the design were moved slightly away from one another, reducing 
the likelihood of the dies chipping and filling in use, other changes appear to have 
been purely cosmetic. As chief engraver, Barber presumably did the work himself. 

On the dime, Liberty's hair ribbon was moved away from the letter N in UNITED, 
and the leaves at the top of her head were lengthened and made more pointed. 
For the reverse, the right ribbon end was made thicker, and an extra fold was 
added to its lower side. On the quarter dollar, the ribbon securing Liberty's wreath 
was altered. On the old obverse, each ribbon end is deeply slitted and has slender 
forks, while the revised ribbon ends have much shorter slits that give the ribbons a 
more blunt appearance. On the reverse, the eagle's wingtips were lengthened so 
that they extend beyond the tops of the letters, whereas previously they had 
ended at the tops of the letters. The half dollar does not seem to have had any 
changes made to its reverse, yet its revised obverse reveals the altered ribbon 
ends, as well as possessing a feature common to all three denominations. For the 
dime, quarter and half alike, Liberty's ear was distinctly reshaped. On the old 
obverse hubs, the center of her ear was hollow, while the revised obverses 
display a central rib of cartilage that is quite prominent. In addition, her earlobe 
was made longer and noticeably thicker. A final feature common to all three coins 
is one which could very well account for the differences in wear patterns before 
and after 1901. Each coin's outer rim was made narrower on the new obverse and 
reverse hubs, thus covering less of the denticles' length. This change creates the 
illusion that the overall border is thicker, when in fact it is the same size. 


Research into which obverse/reverse hub combinations exist for each mint during 



the years 1900-01 is still ongoing, but a number of transitional pieces have been 
found. The 1900-0 quarter, for example, is known from both old and new hubs. 
Like the varieties of 1892, however, these transitional pieces seem to have 
generated little interest from collectors. Rare hub combinations are not yet 
bringing premium prices, and these offer an excellent opportunity for the astute 
collector to "cherrypick" a future treasure. 

David W. Lange's column USA Coin Album appears monthly in Numismatist, the 
official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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NGC Certifies New Overton 
Variety 

Posted on 7/1/2004 


A new die pairing for the Draped Bust Half Dollar series was submitted to NGC for 
certification during the recent Long Beach Coin & Collectibles Expo. This coin was 
certified by NGC as VF-20 and is presently unique. 

1807 Half Combines Known Reverse with New Obverse 

A new die pairing for the Draped Bust Half Dollar series 
was submitted to NGC for certification during the recent 
Long Beach Coin & Collectibles Expo. This coin was 
certified by NGC as VF-20 and is presently unique. 

Al C. Overton's book Early Half Dollar Die Varieties 1794- 
1836 is the standard reference for this very popular series. 
Its current third edition lists some 10 die pairings, or 
varieties, for the Draped Bust Halves of 1807 (0-101 through 0-110). This year is 
transitional with the Capped Bust type, for which another four die pairings (0-111 
through 0-114) are known, dated 1807. Since Overton left no gap in his 
numbering sequence for additional 1807 Draped Bust Halves, this new variety has 
been labeled 0-115 in agreement with notable specialists in the series. 


The discovery of this new variety makes for a very 
interesting numismatic tale. It was posted for discussion on 
the Internet by owner David Baker as perhaps 0-104, which 
shares the same reverse die with 0-103 and the newly- 
discovered coin. Collector Bill Nyberg, a member of the Bust 
Half Nut Club for specialists in this series, realized that the 
obverse die did not match any known previously. 
Confirmation of this coin's unique status was provided by 
another specialist, Steven Herrman, and by Oakland, 
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California coin dealer Sheridan Downey, who then submitted the half dollar to 
NGC for grading and attribution. 

NGC provides variety attribution for all early United States coins under its 
VarietyPlus attribution and grading service. These varieties are listed as separate 
lines within the NGC Census Report, providing a valuable tool to researchers and 
to those trading in variety coins. To receive a variety attribution when submitting 
coins to NGC, simply check the appropriate box on the submission form and add 
$7 to the grading fee for each attribution. Coins already certified by NGC may 
have such variety attributions added under NGC's Designation Review service for 
a fee of $10, which includes the cost of reholdering. 
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NGC Certifies Unique 
Overstrike 


Posted on 7/1/2004 

A unique example of the 1795 Flowing Hair silver dollar, struck over a previously 
struck 1794 silver dollar, has been graded and encapsulated by NGC as AU-53. 

1795 Silver Dollar Struck over 1794 

A unique example of the 1795 Flowing Hair silver dollar, struck over a previously 
struck 1794 silver dollar, has been graded and encapsulated by NGC as AU-53. 


Fewer than 2,000 silver dollars were issued in 1794. 
Since nearly all of these coins were weakly struck, 
owing to the inadequacy of the Mint's press, coining 
stopped very quickly. When a more powerful press 
was obtained the following year, production resumed 
with dies bearing the 1795 date. 


It is believed that this specimen was one of those 1794-dated dollars that was 
withheld from release. Rather than being destroyed, it was evidently recycled as a 
planchet for the 1795 dies, though it appears no effort was made to efface the 
earlier coin, which is plainly visible at numerous points. The reverse of the 1794 
dollar is visible within and around Liberty's portrait on 
the 1795 overstrike, while several features of the 
1794 obverse die may be seen underneath the 1795 
dollar's reverse. Among these are some stars to the 
right of Liberty's bust on the 1794 obverse die. The 
unique positioning of these stars, with two points 
toward the border rather than the single points of 1795 dies, reveal identification 
of the undertype. The positioning of leaves in relation to the right stem and the 
final A of AMERICA on the reverse from the 1794 strike provide additional 
confirmation of the undertype. Exactly why this coin was produced is not known. It 
is probably not, however, a mint error and was likely an intentional strike produced 
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in 1795. 


This coin, while not a new discovery, has been little publicized since its discovery 
in 1961 by the late Walter Breen. It has appeared for public sale only once, and to 
this day it is believed to be unique. It has never been certified or encapsulated 
until receiving its AU-53 grade from NGC, which also labeled it as Bowers- 
Borckardt variety 14 under NGC's VarietyPlus Service. BB-14 is quite rare in All 
condition, though the unique overstrike feature of this coin places it in another 
category entirely. 

Irrespective of its appeal as a great rarity, this specimen is quite attractive. Just 
lightly worn and retaining much of its mint luster, both sides display splendid 
toning of medium pewter gray. 

"It is extremely exciting when a coin of this magnitude and history is certified," 
observed NGC Chairman and CEO Mark Salzberg. "To be able to boldly see the 
understruck portion of the 1794 Dollar on a coin of such quality is certainly a 
numismatic highlight." 
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NGC Grading Onsite at the 
Monroeville Show, PNG and 
ANA World's Fair of Money 

Posted on 7/1/2004 


NGC will offer Onsite Grading and Encapsulating at the Monroeville, PA Show; 
PNG and ANA World's Fair of Money in Pittsburgh, PA. In addition to the $100 
and $55 Same Day show services normally offered, NGC will also run a $35 
Same Day Gold Special. 

NGC will offer Onsite Grading and Encapsulating at the Monroeville, PA Show, 
PNG and ANA World's Fair of Money in Pittsburgh, PA. In addition to the $100 
and $55 Same Day show services normally offered, NGC will also run a $35 
Same Day Gold Special. Please read below for complete details: 


• $100 Same Day Special: 

$100 per coin for all coins over $1,500 in value 

$55 Same Day Special: 

• $55 per coin for all coins valued at $1,500 or less 

• $35 Same Day Gold Show Special: 

$35 per coin for all Gold coins valued at $1,000 or less; five coin minimum 


Submissions for Same Day services will be accepted during show hours at the 
Monroeville, PA Show Friday, August 13th through Sunday, August 15th. 
Submissions for Same Day services will be accepted during show hours at the 
PNG Show and ANA World's Fair of Money, Tuesday, August 17th through Friday, 
August 20th. Coins for $100 and $55 Same Day service submitted prior to daily 
cutoff times will be returned before the close of the show each day. Coins for the 



Gold service will be returned no later than the close of the show on Friday, August 
20th. Please check with NGC show representatives for daily cutoff times. 
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NGC Certifies New Overton Variety 

A new die pairing for the Draped Bust Half Dollar series was submitted 
to NGC for certification during the recent Long Beach Coin & 
Collectibles Expo. This coin was certified by NGC as VF-20 and is 
presently unique. 
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Hub Changes in the Barber Silver Coins 

Sharp-eyed collectors of Charles Barber's Liberty Head silver coins 
(1892-1916) are aware that circulated pieces dated 1901 and later 
must be graded a bit differently from earlier issues. 
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NGC Grading Onsite at the Monroeville Show, PNG and 
ANA World's Fair of Money 

NGC will offer Onsite Grading and Encapsulating at the Monroeville, 
PA Show; PNG and ANA World's Fair of Money in Pittsburgh, PA. In 
addition to the $100 and $55 Same Day show services normally 
offered, NGC will also run a $35 Same Day Gold Special. 
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NGC Certifies Unique Overstrike 

A unique example of the 1795 Flowing Hair silver dollar, struck over a 
previously struck 1794 silver dollar, has been graded and 
encapsulated by NGC as AU-53. 
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